
 

Hartford Police Department 

Memo     

  
To:  Interim Director Robert Cormier 

From:  Major Braedon S. Vail 

CC:  

Date:  January 4, 2022 

Re:  2021 Analysis of Pursuits and Roadblocks 

A review of the 2021 vehicle pursuits involving the Hartford Police Department has been 

completed with the following analysis: 

Incident 21HF00819:  Officers called to a gas station for a welfare check on an 

operator that was reported to be sitting at the gas pumps for an extended period of time 

and appeared to be under the influence. Upon arrival, officers observed indicators of 

impairment and ordered the operator from the vehicle. The operator, put the vehicle in to 

gear and accelerated, leaving the area while almost striking one of the officers. Officers 

pursued vehicle onto I91, and then onto I89 south. The vehicle made an illegal u-turn and 

then began traveling north on I89. The vehicle then went back onto I91 and subsequently 

exited the interstate, taking US Route 5 and then VT Route 14 before turning onto Jericho 

Street. The officers lost sight of the vehicle and the pursuit was discontinued. The operator 

was subsequently later identified and charged with eluding and gross negligent operation. 

HPD Form#019 (Vehicle Pursuit Report) and subsequent administrative review is on file.  

Incident 21HF04268:  Officers responding to a call of a motor vehicle theft passed 

the vehicle reported to be stolen on Mill Road. Upon officers turning around, the vehicle 

accelerated and traveled onto N. Main Street and then onto Joe Reed Drive, Railroad Row, 

Bridge Street, and then back to N. Main Street. The vehicle lost control, struck a median 

and damaged three of its tires. The vehicle continued on N. Main Street and then turned 

onto Sykes Mountain Avenue, traveling the wrong way around a rotary. The vehicle 

subsequently came to a stop due to the wheel damage. The operator was subsequently 

taken into custody and charged with aggravated operation without owner consent, eluding, 

gross negligent operation and excessive speed. HPD Form#019 (Vehicle Pursuit Report) 

is on file. 



During calendar year 2021 the following initiating events resulted in pursuits, succeeded 

by respective terminating events and speed of police and violator:  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

During calendar year 2020 the suspect’s reasons for evading are depicted as follows:  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

There appears to be no pattern of vehicle pursuit incidents as to the day of week. One 

incident fell on a Tuesday and the other on a Sunday. However, both pursuits occurred in 

the early morning hours. One pursuit occurred in February; the other occurred in June.    

 

 

               Day   Mon  Tue  Wed  Thu  Fri  Sat  Sun  Time: 00-06  06-12  12-18  18-24 

                             1                                     1                2                                 

 

An analysis of the 2021 Vehicle Pursuits revealed that both pursuits were conducted within 

the guidelines established under Traffic Procedures Policy #502, Vehicle Pursuits and 

Roadblocks. Neither pursuit required forcible stopping techniques. Neither pursuit 

required unique procedures, as both pursuits were conducted with marked patrol vehicles 

utilizing appropriate audible and visual emergency equipment. Both pursuits involved the 

shift supervisor. 

Deputy Chief Analysis: 

A review of the 2021 vehicle pursuits revealed that both pursuits were conducted within 

the guidelines of Traffic Procedures Policy #502, Vehicle Pursuits and Roadblocks. All 

officers received refresher Stinger Spike training in 2021. Due to the low frequency of 

pursuits, periodic policy review will continue to be assigned for roll call trainings. 

 Initiating Event Number  

Suspected DUI 1 case 

Misdemeanor Suspect 1 case 

TOTALS 2 cases 

Terminating Event Number  

Evaded/Officer Abandon 1 case 

Stopped Voluntarily 1 case 

TOTALS 2 cases 

Speeds 20-40 41-60 61-80 81-100 101+ 

Police    1 1  

Violator   1 1  

Reason for Evading Percentage of 

total cases 

Alcohol/Drugs Involved 50% 

Driving Stolen Vehicle 50% 


